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THE FOREST OF DEAN BYE-ELECTION. 


Our apologies are due to readers fo. 
the lateness of the present number of 
the ‘‘Labour Organiser’? which is due 
to the editor having been fully engaged 
in the Forest of Dean Bye-election. 

Many of our readers will be interested 
to know the names of the staff which 
contributed to the magnificent and 
timely victory achieved. In an elec- 
tion wherein there were peculiar difh- 
culties to surmount at the commence- 
ment it is only just that those who 
have borne the burden of the fight 
should secure recognition in these 
pages. 

The election agent was Mr. C. W. 
Luker, the part time agent for the 
Forest of Dean Division, who hau 
officiated in three previous successful 
elections. Mr. H. Drinkwater, editor 
of this journal, was present in an ad- 
visory and supervisory capacity. At 
the central office Mr. W. Moore (late 
agent Barkston Ash) had charge of the 
meetings, and the small imported out- 
side staff included Mr. Harold Riley, 
(late agent Lichfield Division) who did 
admirable work at Coleford; Mr. G. 
Hodgkinson (Mr. Purcell’s agent at 
Coventry) who first rendered service at 
the central rooms and later took charge 
of the Bream area, where Labour poll- 
ing was astoundingly solid; Mr. R. W. 
Turner (late agent North Bucks) and 
Mrs. Turner, who had an _ extra- 
ordinarily difficult task in the North 
agricultural end of the Division (where, 
however, Labour ultimately polled very 
well) ;Mr. W. B. Lewcock (Newport), 
and later Mrs. Lewcock, in the im- 
portant mining centre of Cinderford ; 
and Mr. J. E. Curtis (late agent Glou- 
cester) who took a part of the agricul- 
tural area. Mr. W. B. Hargreaves 
(one time agent at Gloucester and 
Gainsborough) was responsible for im- 
portant publicity work. All the above 
are members of the Agents’ Association, 
as also is of course Mr. O. G. Willey, 
whose ten days’ propaganda in the 
Division produced a wonderful effect. 

Other men helpers included Mr. 
Walter Smith (late M.P. for Norwich) 
whose week’s work in the agricultural 
districts was one of the most brilliant 
feats performed in any election, and 


Mr. Brown (late Candidate Tiverton 
Division), and Mrs. Brown, who put in 
ten days’ solid work in the agricultural 
areas. Mr. I. C. Morris” (National 
Organiser, Wales) took the enemies’ 
fire in and around Newnham. 

On the women’s side the first thing 
to record is that Mr. Purcell secured a 
huge majority among the women 
voters, and we believe that this was 
primarily due to the excellent work of 
a team of experienced women who 
came in with Mrs. H. Fawcett to con- 
duct the campaign among the women 
workers. These ladies were Miss 
Robinson, who has already done good 
werk in many constituencies; Mrs. 
Coun. Sands, J.P. (Smethwick), Mrs. 
Hyde (Birmingham), and Mrs. Hughes 
(Coventry), together with Mrs. Hudson 
(whose services were lent by the Gar- 
ment Workers’ Union). We trust that 
this team, having been created, will be 
found working together in other elec- 
tions. Space forbids the mention «f 
names of speakers, or the names of a 


few other workers whose services were 


lent by Trades Unions. Each did 
sound work. 

The above review of service would 
not be complete without due tribute to 
local workers. It is not an easy matter 
to try and graft experienced electioneers 
in and on to a local machine which has 
successfully emerged from four elec- 
tions, but which nevertheless could not 
be expected to stand up unaided to the 
stress of a Bye-election campaign and 
the onslaught of the Tory battalions 
drawn from all parts of the country (it 
is stated that there were no less than: 
40 imported agents in the field). That 
the election passed off with practically 
no friction is attributable not only tu 
the tactfulness of the imported workers 
but to the good sense of those local 
officials who accepted help and advice 
in true comradely spirit. The policy 
was pursued of leaving the local sub- 
agents undisturbed in that capacity but 
of placing outside helpers with them as 
assistants. Confidence was thus estab- 
lished and the 5 and 6 to 1 polis that 
were gained in some localities was 
surely a tribute to the success of 
all these arrangements. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPOND- 
ENTS. 


Correspondents are required to 
give their full name and address, not, 
however, necessarily for publication. 
Replies from general correspondents 
cannot be given through the post. It is 
imperative that where a reply depends 
on a statement of fact (such, for 
instance, as qualification of an elector 
to be on the register), the fullest 
information should be given. 


Question.—One of our members has 
been appointed to a two years’ job in 
Iraq (‘‘Mespot’’)—he is a Civil Ser- 
vant. How can he get a “‘proxy’’ vote 
or how can we get a vote for him? 

Answer.—We are afraid that the 
voter in question will in the course of 
time lose his residential qualification— 
though not yet. 

Should the vote be challenged at the 
forthcoming Registration Courts our 
friends should defend it, quoting an 
amending Act to the R.P.:. Act, 1918, 
i.e., the Representation of the People 
Act, 1921, Section (1), which reads as 
follows :— 


Interruption of residence by ser- 
vice.——(1) The residence of a person 
in any premises shall not be deemed 
to have been interrupted for the pur- 


poses of the Representation of the . 


People Acts, 1918 to 1920, by reason 
only of the fact that that person has 
been absent from the premises during 
part of the qualifying period, not ex- 
ceeding four months at any one time, 
in the performance of any duty aris- 
ing from or incidental to any office, 
service, or employment held or under- 
taken by him; but the express enact- 
ment of this provision shall not affect 
in any way the general principles 
governing the interpretation of the 
expression ‘‘residence’’ and cognate 
expressions, 

Now it should be possible to retain 
the voter in question on the register 
for another six months, but obviously 
this will only be useful if he can get 
a proxy vote. A question of general 
interest arises here because it is not 
generally appreciated that the 1918 Act 
has been materially amended in rela- 
tion to proxy voters. The principal 
Act only gave proxy rights to naval 
and military voters, seamen, pilots, 
etc., but by yet another amending Act, 
i.e., the Representation of the People 
(No. 2) Act, 1920, the right to vote by 


proxy was extended to any person 
whose name is entered on the Absent 
Voters’ list and who claims. 

Obviously then the first thing to do 
is to get our friend on the Absent 
Voters’ list. A form should be imme- 
diately obtained and a claim put in at 
the proper time. Once on the Absent 
Voters’ list it is necessary for the voter 
to make a statement in the prescribed 
form (which again can be obtained 
from the Registration Officer) that 
there is a probability that he will at 
the time of a Parliamentary Election 
be out of the United Kingdom. 

The second form named above should 
be sent to the Registration Officer, 
after which a proxy may be appointed. 

The proxy remains in force unless 
cancelled as long as the elector con- 
tinues to be registered. Our friends 
when making the claim would be well 
advised to say as little as possible about 
the ‘‘two years’ ”’ job. 

Question.—The 1st November, 1925, 
falls on a Sunday— 

(a) Can the Borough Elections be 

held on Saturday, 31st October, 
1925, or Monday, November 2nd, 
1925 ? 

(b) Is the choice of the dates com- 

pulsory or optional ? 

Answer.—This matter is governed by 
Section 52 and Section 230 of the Muni- 
cipal Corporations Act, 1882. The 
dates are compulsory. 

Section 52 reads as follows :— 

““The ordinary day for the election 
of councillors shall be 1st Novem- 
ber.” 

Section 230, Sub-section (2) reads as 
follows :-— 

““Where by this Act any act or pro- 
ceeding is directed or allowed to be 
done or taken on a certain day then 
if that day happens to be one of the 
days in this section specified, the 
act or proceeding shall be considered 
as done or taken in due time if it is 
done or taken on the next day aftar- 
wards not being one of the days in 
this section specified. 

The days specified in the latter sec- 
tion are Sunday, Christmas Day, Good 
Friday, Monday or Tuesday in Easter 
week, etc. It is these sections that 
constitute the authority for conducting 
the elections on the 2nd November. 

Question.—A member’s qualification 
to sit on a Parish or any other Council 
as a Local Government body is the 
twelve months’ residence. Being elected 
to a Parish Council is there any other 


meme: 
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qualification necessary to act in the full 
capacity of the Council, as for ex- 
ample, a young unmarried man elected 
to the Parish Council, is there any- 
thing to hinder him to act as an Over- 
seer for the Parish or the Ward of the 
Parish that he represents ? 

Answer.—The fact that.a person is 
qualified to be elected to a Parish 
Council does not necessarily make him 
qualified to be elected as an overseer. 
The Local Government Act, 1894, 
though laying down a very broad and 
democratic qualification for Parish 
Councillors did not alter in any way 
the old qualifications required in an 
Overseer, and the latter must still be a 
substantial householder and as a rule 
resident in the parish. Sex is not a 
disqualification for an Overseer, but 
mere residence for twelve months may 
not be in itself sufficient. 


To understand 


WORLD 
LABOUR PROBLEMS 


you must read 


I.L.O. 
(International Labour Office, 


League of Nations). 


HOUSING 
UNEMPLOYMENT 
RUSSIA 
INSURANCE 


Catalogue and Descriptive Leaflet 
from 


International Labour Office, 


(LONDON BRANCH) 


25. Buckingham Gate, 
S.W.1. 
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A printer’s error occurred in ou, 
announcement last month of _ the 
achievements of the Chester-le-Streei 
Labour Party. The agent’s name 
should of course have been Mr. Jack 
Gilliland and not Mr. Jack Gilliard as 
set by the printer. 


£10 FOR HIRING VEHICLES. 


The ‘‘Labour Organiser’s’’ Advice 
Leads to a Prosecution. 


A few weeks ago our advice was 
sought by Mr. H. D. Bowden, Labow 
agent in the Pontypool Division, con- 
cerning the use by an opponent of « 
hackney carriage for the purpose oy 
conveying voters to the poll at the 
Urban District Council Elections. Mr. 
Bowden informed us that the practice 
was becoming common, the culprit 
acting upon the belief that no action 
would be taken. The Labour candidate 
was actually defeated by a margin of 
7 votes only, and the local comrades 
felt sure that the defeat was directly 
attributable to the use of that hackney 
carriage. 

Our advice, tendered on the 16th 
April, was to notify the police and the 
returning officer, and we stated that it 
was the duty of the police to take 
action, advising that if they did not do 
so the agent should write to the Public 
Prosecutor. 

We are now happy to be able to pub- 
lish a report of the court proceeding» 
taken as a result of information giveis 
by the agent to the Superintendent cz 
Police. It will be noted, however, that 
it appears to have been a private indi- 
vidual and not the candidate who hired 
the vehicle, though obviously the candi- 
date benefited and the Labour man 
suffered from the illegal votes that were 
polled. 

Extract ‘‘“Monmouth Free Press.” 

Unusual interest was evidenced at 
the Pontypool Police Court on May 23 
in a case arising out of the recent 
municipal election in the Panteg area, 
in which David Protheroe, a farmer of 
Llanvihangel Pontymoel, was sum- 
moned for employing a _ hackney 
carriage for the purpose of conveying 
electors to and from the poll, knowing 
that it was intended to be used for that 
purpose, and further with having hired 
the conveyance well knowing that the 
owner thereof was prohibited from em- 
ploying such a carriage for that 
purpose. 

Mr. T. W. Griffiths, solicitor, New- 
port, appeared for the Director ot 
Public Prosecutions, and Mr. W. J. 
Everett, solicitor, Pontypool, defended: 

Outlining the case, Mr. Griffiths ex- 
plained that the defendant had hired for 
the election day, on 6th April, a taxi- 
cab from Mr. Rosser, of Llanover, and 
paid £1 for the hire. The car was 
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used in conveying electors to and from 
the poll, and it was alleged that Mr. 
Protheroe knew the danger he was run- 
ning as his attention had been called 
to it by the candidate for whom he was 
working. 

Mr. Griffiths contended that the case 
was one of great public interest, and 
that it was necessary that the Act con- 
trolling elections should be upheld. 
The punishment for such offences ran 
up to £100. 

Pleading guilty to the second charge 
on behalf of his client, Mr. Everett said 
Mr. Protheroe was a farmer residing at 
Court Farm, Llanvihangel Pontymoel. 
It was perfectly true that he did in fact 
hire a cab from Mr. Rosser for the pur- 


pose mentioned. In fairness to Mr. 
Protheroe, it should be stated that he 
was a man of excellent character. t 


appeared that Protheroe was a particu- 
lar friend of Mr. Parker, for whose 
election the cab was used. Mr. 
Protheroe had assisted him on previous 
occasions with his pony and trap. Mr. 
Protheroe knew it was improper for 4 
candidate to hire a car, but he did not 
think it was wrong for a third person 
to hire a car so long as it was entirely 
outside the candidate. This, added 
Mr. Everett, was the popular idea. 

The Magistrates’ Clerk (Mr. A. E. 
Bowen) : The Court is going to try and 
make it unpopular. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Everett, continuing, asked the 
Bench to take a lenient view of the case 
having regard to all the circumstances. 
Immediately Mr. Protheroe was spoken 
to by the police he made a clean breast 
of what he had done. 

In imposing a fine of £710, the Chair- 
man said the Bench looked upon it as 
a very serious matter. It was highly 
important that local election business 
must be conducted absolutely clean. 


A number of enquiries have been 
received by Mr. H. Bingley, who adver- 
tises open-air speakers’ platforms in our 
advertisement columns. We trust our 
readers will materialise these enquiries 
into orders, as the stands are excellem 
workmanship. They are used by many 
of our livest organisations; they are 
sold by one of our own readers, anu 
better value cannot be obtained else 
where. The portable spealers’ plat- 
form is an asset to any Party, and the 
possession is an indication that they are 
alive and that they mean to works. 
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ANOTHER 
RECORD 


WHITE LEAS 


is a small village in the Houghton- 
le-Spring Division of Co. Durham. 


There are 276 electors—114 only 


being women. 


Yet the Women’s Section is 68 


strong. 


All are fully paid up*members. 


Hats off to the 
68 ! 


And congratulations to the Secret- 
ary and Agent— 


Mr. H. BAINBRIDGE, J.P., of 
34 Mount St., West, Sunderland. 


The 
HOUGHTON = LE - SPRING 


ID Ibe: 
purchase 24 copies of the ‘Labour 
Organiser” per month for the use 
of officers. 
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ABOUT WOMEN’S 
TION. 


More Suggestions. 


It was good to see so. many articles 
contributed by women in the ‘‘Labour 
Organiser’’ for June, especially as June 
is the month chosen by the Labour 
Party fér celebrating Woman’s Weels 
and Woman’s Days, and more especi- 
ally because the Editor claims to have 
originated the idea of a Labour 
Woman’s Day in an article in this 
journal. 

Anyway, the June “‘L.O.” was a 
number that could be sold easily to 
women members of the Party, who 
take a keen interest in organisation, 
and who are ready to be secretaries, 
not only of women’s sections, but of 
wards, polling districts, etc. 

It is good to know that the number 
of such women is steadily increasing, 
even in some of the country districts. 
They have had their training in’ 
women’s sections, and by helping in 
general and local elections have real- 
ised that the work hitherto performed 
by men, was work that women could 
do and do well, once they had got hold 
of the idea of what the electoral 
machine means. 

The Women’s Conference is now but 
a memory, but one can only hope that 
the day spent on organisation will be 
more than a memory and will bring 
about some practical results with the 
many good suggestions carried out. 

I hope that the suggested classes for 
electoral work for women will be 
started in many places, especially 
where the women have had a training 
class during the last winter. The 
women who have benefited by these 
classes ought to. now be ready for a 
further course on the lines suggested 
at the Conference, mainly for electoral 
information. 

My point is, that it would be a good 
idea if the lead could be given from 
this journal, by — specially-written 
articles, for these women workers, who 
want to know how best to use their 
energies during an election campaign. 

Women do hate to see crowded com- 
mittee rooms, generally filled with 
smoke, when they know there is plenty 
of work to do outside, but the man in 
charge keeps them waiting for orders, 
the power being in his hands. I am 
not now thinking of the Chief Agent’s 
office, but the many small committee 
rooms. ; 
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Let us have women trained to take 
charge of a ward or polling district 
committee room, with full knowledge 
and power to give out the work, at 
least to the women who are waiting, 
and so make the best use of the new 
energy which the women’s sections are 
undoubtedly creating, but which is not 
always used to the best of its ability. 

Such articles, as suggested above, 
would be really useful, and to get the 
women interested in the ‘‘L.O.” is to 
increase the circulation of the ‘*L.O.” 

Apart from the women, there is an 
ever-increasing number of new mem- 
bers coming into the Parties, and with 
them a constantly changing list of 
officials (unfortunately). Many of 
these new officials in the country areas 
have never done any worl: of this sort 
before. This ever-changing list means 
we need always articles that are simple 
and elementary for the use of these 
new people; therefore [ think that 
those I have suggested as mainly for 
women would be a source of help to 
the newer members, and the Editor 
need not be afraid of seeming to repeat 
old matter—the old campaigners must 
sometimes give some space to the new. 

Nea 


ALFRED WILLIAMSON, 


North Mill Ticket Works, 
ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE. 


ROLL TICKETS 


for checking the receipts for 


REFRESHMENTS, BILLIARDS, 
CARDS, etc, 


NOTCHED TICKETS for Easy Tearing Supplied 
to Order. 


Official Badges and all kinds of Printing for 
Shows, Athletic Sports, Galas, etc. 


Tel. Add: ‘‘Tickets, Ashton-under-Lyne.”’ 
Tel. 320, Ashton-under-Lyne, 
Established 1835. 
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HOW WE PAID OUR DEBTS. 
By Councillor Jessiz STEPHEN 
(Prospective Parliamentary Candidate 
for Portsmouth S.) 


Each of the three divisions in Ports- 

mouth has a large electorate, but 
South Portsmouth comes first with its 
41,000. Into this constituency I went 
in 1923 at short notice and with but 
nine days to get some sort of organisa- 
tion together and raise the necessary 
finance. 
_ Due to the fact that it had not been 
contested since 1918, the organisation 
of the Party had fallen back very 
badly, so that there was scarcely any- 
thing one could lay one’s hands upon 
to counter effectively the moves of the 
other side. Nevertheless, despite the 
prediction from all quarters that we 
should lose our deposit, we emerged 
from the campaign with the vote more 
than doubled, and with an expenditure 
of £261. This was remarkable, having 
regard to the fact that we had to pay 
pretty stiffly for our printing, some 
items being 25 to 30 per cent. higher 
than was being paid elsewhere. 

The foundation of an organisation 
was set up immediately following the 
election, but owing to the fact that I 
-had already made a contract to lecture 
in Canada, I was away during the vital 
months of 1924 and had to race back 
in time to get in five days’ solid cam- 
paigning in the last General Election. 

Thus on both occasions the Party 
was hampered in its work. On this 
occasion, our expenditure dropped to 
#236, a record which is not beaten by 
many constituencies in the South, and 
our vote rose by 1,000, despite the de- 
fection of thousands of promises owing 
to the Zinovieff letter. 

Here we were then, a local Labour 
Party, with no rich friends, with no 
big trade union to provide the neces- 
sary funds, compelled to raise over 
#500 in less than fifteen months. Much 
of the money had to be borrowed of 
course, but we have not left our credi- 
tors standing on the doorstep too long. 

The Women’s Section which has 
grown from a handful to well over 200 
strong—I believe it is nearer the 300 
mark now—determined to do their bit. 
They borrowed a sum of £30, invested 
it in a supply of all sorts of goods, and 
ran a bazaar. This was organised and 
run in the short space of six weeks. 

We cleared £15, besides paying off 
the £30 we had borrowed, and had 


about another £15 worth of goods left. 
Thus encouraged, they ran another 
quickly-organised affair on the same 
lines and raised exactly double our 
previous total, with a large supply of 
goods still in hand. : 

They next turned their attention :9 
the pyramid tea idea. As comrades 
know, this starts by one hostess invit- 
ing from three to six friends to her 
house for afternoon tea. Each of them 
pays sixpence and each in turn has to 
invite the same number of women to 
her home. So it grows like a snow- 
ball and we have made quite a respect- 
able amount by this method. 

The division was not to be outdone 
by the women. Every Saturday they 
run a dance, even in this hot weather 
we have been having lately, and it is 
always crowded out. From £2 to £3 
is taken each week nett profit. In ad- 
dition the wards, of which there are 
five, are running their monthly socials 
and whist drives, the most active rais- 
ing as much as £4 to £5 on each func- 
tion, while the least active is able to 
produce £1 towards paying off the 
debt. 

Personal appeals to members brought 
in a considerable amount with the re- 
sult that next month will see us abso- 
lutely clear of debt. Of course we had 
the usual grant of £50 from head office 
and our proportion of the money raised 
by the Borough Party, but even so, it 
is a tremendous achievement for a 
party which is just finding its feet, to 
prove an example to others who are 
in a much better position to raise the 
cash. 

The secret of our success lies in the 
fact that our members are always being 
kept at it. Some of them grumble 
about always having to dip their hands 
in their pockets, but they are so few, 
that we take no notice of them, and 
cheerfully call upon them as well as 
the others to help us in our schemes. 

It is really wonderful how the small 
sums mount up. For instance, the 
Women’s Section runs a regular Wed- 
nesday afternoon propaganda meeting 
in addition to the usual business meet- 
ings which are held fortnightly in the 
evening. Tea and cakes are provided 
and a collection more than covers the 
cost. A mystery parcel, costing not 
more than one shilling, is given by one 
of the members to be raffled each week 
at a penny a time. 

When the meeting is thin, we may 
only get a profit of four or five chil- 


— see 


THE LABOUR 


lings, but in the good months we al- 
ways raise from twelve to twenty shil- 
lings. Thus, on the average, we can 
raise £30 a year. Is it not worth havy- 
ing ? 

Irregular jumble sales are responsible 
for raising still more cash. We can 
usually rely upon eight or nine pounds 
from each of these, and any old junk 
we have left over we send to a dealer, 
who sells it for us on commission. By 


so doing, we make another pound or | 


two, where we might have to throw 
the stuff away. 

It cannot have escaped the notice of 
the reader, that the women have been 
remarkably active in this money-rais- 
ing business. That is why I am so 
keen on getting more and more of 
them inside the party. We have a 
regular influx of new women every 
meeting, due to a plan of campaign, 
carried on from week to week, which, 
I believe, I have already described in 
these columns. You can always de- 
pend on their enthusiastic co-operation 
in a matter of this kind, and South 
Portsmouth women are no different 
from those in other constituencies. 
= 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
To the Editor. 

Dear Sir,—May I crave space in 
your paper to bring to the attention of 
your readers the international monthly 
‘Foreign Affairs,’’ which was founded 
and edited by the late E. D. Morel. 

The paper exists to publish informa- 
tion on the vital international questions 
of the day; to bring home to the 
British public the urgent necessity of 
democratic control of foreign policy, 
and to further friendly relations be- 
tween the people of this and other 
countries. ‘‘Foreign Affairs’’ is read 
in every country of the world and 
some of the most famous international- 
ists contribute to its pages. 

Trade Unionists cannot afford not to 
follow foreign affairs. Here, once a 
month, for threepence, they can get an 
impartial survey which will help them 
to be critical of what they see in the 
leaders and inspired news paragraphs 
of many capitalist papers. A specimen 
copy may be had on application to 
“Foreign Affairs,’’ 34, Victoria Street, 
London, S.W.1. 

Yours faithfully, 
STELLA E. MOREL, 
Assist. Editor. 
34 Victoria St., S.W.1, May 27, 1925. 
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A GOOD OFFER TO LOCAL 
PARTIES. 


An excellent proposition is being put 
before Local Labour Parties by the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives (Composite Section), whose 
head offices are at Federal House, 
Cedar’s Road, Clapham, S.W.4. In 
many districts, and particularly in the 
rural areas there are numbers of un- 
organised building trade workers, and 
it is the object of the Composite Sec- 
tion to get hold of these workers, 
though, as is well-known, they are diffi- 
cult to reach and not easy to organise. 

Now the Labour Party is opening up 
the rural areas with its propagandists, 
and, here the National Federation of 


Building Trade Operatives sees an op- 


portunity both to help local Parties and 
to make members. The Federation is 
prepared to assist in advertising the 
meetings of the Party propagandist in 
return for the slight service by the 
local Party of sending in the names 
and addresses of unorganised building 
trade workers so far as they are known. 
The Union does the rest. 

We think the offer is a sound ‘and 
generous one. The towns have proved 
the value of an industrial basis for our 
political organisation, and organisation 
in the country places is difficult largely 
because we have no such basis on 
which to build or on which to rest a 
wing of the Party. The fatal blunder 
that is made so often is to assume that 
the whole of our county areas are made 
up of agricultural workers or of those 
connected with agriculture. There are 
indeed lots of trades and tradesmen. 
They are unorganised—they are weak 
and unresponsive to political action— 
because they are unorganised. The 
local Labour Party, therefore, which 
avails itself of the above offer, is killing 
two birds with one stone, and doing so 
at a definite financial advantage. 


Run a Stationery 
Stall at your Bazaar. 


We send you for £3, carriage 
paid, first-class Selling Station- 
ery Lines to £5 retail value. 


PERRY, SON & LACH, Ltd., 
Manufacturing Stationers, 
20 Lowfield St.. DARTFORD. 
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IMPORTANT SERVICE FOR 
SPEAKERS. 


Publications Weekly and Monthly. 

We feel it our duty to call the atten- 
tion of our readers to the excellent new 
services recently inaugurated by tric 
Joint Publicity Department of the 
T.U.C. and Labour Party. 

It is the just pride of the Labour 
Movement that its speakers from the 
earliest days have preferred facts ina 
truth to the platform arts and mis- 
representations which are the stocis-in 
trade of many opposing speakers. 

It can indeed be truthfully claimea 
that it has been through the presenta- 
tion of facts and reason, and almost on 
this alone that Labour has built up its 
great thinking vote. It follows there- 
fore that a service of facts and figures 
from an unquestionable and _ reliable 
source has become a prime necessity in 
the Movement, and although there have 
been other services, which in part fulfill 
the need, there is nevertheless a distinct 
onus on the Joint Publicity Departmenr 
to give the Movement that reliable in- 
formation concerning political and 
industrial matters on which speakers 
may rely to state the Labour case with 
confidence and authority. 

The Weekly Notes for Speakers 
which commenced publication at the 
end of April have been from the com- 
mencement a readable and informative 
precis each week, presenting just those 
facts. on current issues which would 
enable speakers, either to conceive, or 
to develop their speech, and to bristle 
it with invulnerable facts and citations. 
To few gpeakers is given that extra- 
ordinary memory and power of deduc- 
tion which would enable them to du 
without such help. 

In the “Labour Bulletin’? (monthly) 
the speaker gets, not a rehash of the 
Weekly Notes, but a considered sum- 
mary of the great issues of the time 
replete with salient facts and whew 
necessary even a bibliography. Statis- 
tics may be dry things to read but they 
are sometimes necessary in a speech, 
and in the monthly bulletin they are 
presented in a form most conducive to 
thought and deduction—they _ bristie 
with points. Indeed both the ‘‘ Weekly 
Notes for Speakers’” and the ‘‘Labour 
Bulletin”? may be described as the scien- 
tific production of a Labour factory in 
which the facts of the day are analysed 
and recorded and sent out in tabloid 
form for the use of those who in the 


field must utilise these products and 
make converts from them. 

We have spoken of an onus on the 
Joint Publicity Department to supply 
us with these things. There is an 
equal onus on the speakers and or- 
ganisers of the Movement to see that 
such services are fully utilised and that 
the utmost is made from them. The 
annual subscription for the Notes for 
Speakers is only 10/- post free, and for 
the ‘‘Monthly Builetin’”’ 3/6. Organ- 
isers would do well in the first place to 
see that the subscription is paid in 
respect of their own Party and their 
own selves. And if they value propa- 
ganda as they should they would be 
more than wise to collect the names of 
persons in the Division who ought to 
get these notes, and use persuasion to 
see that the subscription is paid.. It is 
a psychological fact that subscriptions 
will not be sent for these sort of things 
without some sort of persuasion and 
reminder, and we urge organisers to 
put a little effort into this matter both 
for the ultimate benefit of their own 
Local Parties and to ensure that such 
services once established secure that 
support which alone can justify con- 
tinuance. 


YORKSHIRE AGENTS’ ANNUAL 
OUTING. 

Yorkshire agents, accompanied by 
the innocent victims of the charms of 
their early youth, held their annual out- 
ing at Shipley Glen, on June oth. 

Owing to the absence of the Secre- 
tary, Mr. O. G. Willey, the business 
part of the day was informal. Mr. 
Mark Crossley, chairman of the group, 
presided, and referred to the unfortun- 
ate illness of the Secretary. 

Luncheon was served at the Rosse 
Hotel, Saltaire, after which the party 
boarded the Glen Tramway and were 
quickly 600 feet above sea level, enjoy- 
ing the charms of one of Nature’s best 
gifts to Yorkshire. 

Tea was enjoyed at Harry Booth’s 
charming place at Eldwick, after which 
came the usual vote of thanks for the 
excellent arrangements made. 

It was a glorious day, good food ex- 
cellently served, nobody attempted to 
organise us, no lady lost her purse, no 
gentleman lost his temper, no rain fell 
upon us, but the genial Mark caught us 
all *‘on the rocks’? with his camera, 
and thus preseryed a momento of a 
happy group enjoying a very happy 


annual. 


Swe 
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LONDON’S BIG PUSH, 


A Joint Campaign for Labour Party 
Members and ‘‘Daily Herald’ 


Circulation. 
Conceived in a bold and _ original 
spirit the great campaign which the 


London Labour Party have recently in- 
dulged in, in co-operation with the 
“‘Daily Herald,’’ has been one of the 
most remarkable enterprises ever at- 
tempted by any local organisation. 
Our readers will have seen Press an- 
nouncements of a joint campaign that 
was to commence on Monday, June 
15th, and to continue to Saturday, 
June 27th, and as we write it is too 
early to be informed as to the results 
of the campaign. Whether or no it has 
achieved all the desires of its pro- 
moters may be a moot point, and of 
that we shall soon hear. But the 
scheme was an ambitious and intelli- 
gent one, and it was one more illustra- 
tion of the capacity of the London 
Labour Party for striking strategy and 
bold strokes appropriate to its unique 
‘opportunities and indicative of the scale 
and spirit with which its operations 
are directed. 

The scheme itself sought to enlist the 
workers of every London Local Labour 
Party, and it aimed at being the first 
mass attack on the constituencies at 
other than election times, which has 
ever been organised on a considerable 
scale by the Labour Party. 

A series of distinct conferences of 
Local Labour Party officials was held 
to prepare the scheme and to receive 
suggestions. Records of persons who 
had voted Labour were to be searched 
and listed in street order ready for 
canvass in precisely the same way as 
an ordinary election canvass might be 
carried on among voters. A _ publicity 
campaign and special literature was to 
be launched and the ‘‘Daily Herald”’ 
Jaid itself out with special four-page 
circulars on which there was an order 
form for the ‘‘Daily Herald’? and an 
application form for membership of 
Local Labour Parties. 

The campaign was essentially a can- 
vassing campaign. It was not a cam- 
paign of public meetings; the object of 
the canvasser was to secure a written 
order for the ‘‘Daily Herald” and a 
written application for membership of 
the Local Party. 


Canvassers were not to take money, 
neither for the *‘Daily Herald’? nor for 
the Local Party, but the signed forms 
were to be collected and brought in. 
An admirable scheme was devised for 
further dealing with the forms and of 
keeping a record of the campaign 
throughout the area. The scheme in- 
deed was simplicity itself, but it was 
scientific organisation applied on a 
large scale and with definite objects in 
view, and we hope it has succeeded. 


Whatever the results we have no 
doubt they will have justified the lines 
proceeded upon and have prepared the 
way for a bigger and more generally- 
adopted scheme of a similar sort. Our 
congratulations are due to Alderman 
Herbert Morrison, and Mir,-R. @. 
Windle for the vigour with which the 
London Labour Party has set about 
this work. 


Raising Money ? 


We invite your enquiries for 
Money-Raising 
PRINTING. 

Wickets,~" large -r ‘small; sin 

books, rolls or pads. Also 

Printing for Bazaars, Carnivals, 

Petes, etc. 
Order your Xmas Shoot Tickets 
NOW. 


Calendars a Speciality. 


The Farringdon Press, Litd., 
4 and 5 Stonecutter Street, E.C, 


en EY ET 


There is a ready way of making 9 
little money for the local Movement 
that lots more local sections and Partie: 
might adopt with advantage. It con- 
sists of getting a few dozen Party 
badges, on which there is a profit of 
3/- a dozen. We have known enter- 
prising secretaries and literature sellers 
who would dispose of several dozen 
badges at one meeting and the oppor- 
tunities are simply legion. Will those 
Parties who are short of money or those 
little sections and ward committees that 
want a little more try this method ? 
They will find there is money to be got 
and the Party badge is well worth its 
price. 
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ELECTION ORGANISATION IN GRAPHIC 
FORM. 


A LESSON FROM WOOLWICH. 


On this and the opposite page 
we reproduce an _ instructive chart 
which was used to illustrate an 
address on ‘‘Preparation for a 
Genral Election,” given by Mr. 
W.-W. Barefoot, J.P., the Secretary of 
the Woolwich Labour Party, and 
candidate for Woolwich West. The 


meeting concerned was one of the 
bi-monthly meetings of ward secre- 
taries and chairman, polling districts 
secretaries and street captains, which 
are held in Woolwich, where, under 
Mr. Barefoot’s and Miss Crout’s able 
oversight, Labour organisation reaches 
a high pitch of excellence. 


Duties of Ward Secretary at Election. 


ELECTION DECLARED. 


WARD SECRETARY. 


HELPERS. 
ENVELOPES, House to House Distribution of CANVASS CARDS. 
Ist ey Leaflets Unenveloped. 
First Canvas. 
Election Address. 
Fold and Tuck in. 
; REMOVALS. FORS. DOUBTFULS, AGAINST. 
Deliver on day fixed by 
Agent. Try to trace. Hold for Put Best Hold or 
Report each day to 2nd Canvass, Canvaseers on 2nd Canvass. 


Central Office. 


2nd Set. 
Poll Card enveloped Get Name and Address 
under direct supervision of Removal IN. Report 
of Ward Secretary. same to Central on 
el Special Card. 
Last Word fold and 
tuck in. 


Return to Central Office 
at time fixed by Agent 


SECOND aoe 


Divide into 


Favourable SSS 


and Against. 


NOTE; REPORT RESULTS BACH DAY TO CENTRAL 
OFFICE INSBALED ENVELOPE, 


for post. 
Throw out untraceable, 
Note in Register © 
NOTE, _Remoyals thus 
Daily Reports of Dis- with pew address where 
tribution and Canvass traced. 


must be made to Central 
on Forms provided. 
Make Report even if no 
work is done. 


Try for Re-canvass 

2nd Canvass, Keep Good 
Canvassers 0 

Transfer. 

Against 

For or 
Favourable. 

Mark up Mark Up 
Register and Register 
Marking Off and 

Board. Marking Off 
Bete Street Board. 
xes, 
WRrew 
DO NOT GIVE UP Out 


DOUBTFULS UNTIL 
LAST MINUTE. 
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Sr nn Enel 


GOOD NEWS FOR RAILWAYMEN 
AND TRAVELLERS. 


Welcome Change in Absent Voters’ 
Registration. 


Under date 26th June, the Home 
Office has issued the following circular 
to Registration Officers, from which it 
will be seen that a new Order in Coun- 
cil is about to be promulgated abolish- 
ing the present method of making a 
separate claim to be placed on the 
Absent Voters’ list every half year. 
Many agents have gone to the trouble 
of securing the inclusion of railway men 
or others on the Absent Voters’ list only 
to lese the privilege at a Jater registr.t- 
tion owing to failure in putting in the 
renewal claims. 

The Home Secretary has also :d- 
ministered a timely rebuff to those be- 
righted Registration Officers, who in 
some part of the country have refused 
to administer the R.P. clauses relating 
to absent voters in the spirit in which 
they were conceived. It is to be hoped 
that the express instruction now given 
will result in a larger number of per- 
sons being able to avail themselves of 
the privilege of voting by post. 

“I am directed by the Secretary of 


We can help you. 


as in politics. 


TELEPHONE 1194 


BAMA WAV AA AU AI'AIA ALA MRaAMLWMLA B2AAAAD 


Give us the chance o 
prove to you that for good printing, at 
reasonable prices and with quick despatch, 
Labour can hold its own in trade as well 
Send us vour enquiries. 


THE 


BLACKFRIARS PRESS LTD 
17-23 ALBION STREET, LEICESTER 


State to draw attention to an alteration 
of the procedure for placing parlia- 
mentary electors upon the Absent 
Voters’ list. 

‘‘Under Rule 9 of the Representation 
of the People Order, R.P. 109, a mer- 
chant seaman or fisherman who has 
been placed on the Absent Voters’ list 
in pursuance of a claim in that behalf 
is continued on the Absent Voters’ list 
for each subsequent register without any 
further claim. This provision has now 
been extended by Order in Council w 
absent voters generally so that if any 
parliamentary elector has become an 
absent voter in pursuance of a clain- 
under Rule 16 in the First Schedule ia 
the Representation of the People Act, 
1918, he will without further claim be 
placed on the Absent Voters’ list for 
each subsequent register (unless he noti- 
fies a desire to the contrary) so long as 
he is registered for the same qualifying 
premises and continues to follow the 
occupation etc. in which he was engaged 
on the occasion of his first admission to 
the list. Copies of the new Order in 
Council will be forwarded, as soon as 
available, to the Registration Officer. 

“Tt will be desirable to verify, in the 
course of the canvass for the electors 


MAA. UA AAMAAAAMAAONNAMAA3B Awa 


LET THE BLACKFRIARS 
PRESS HELP YOU! 


W. W. BOR RE. 
Manager 
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lists, that each absent voter continues 
to follow the same occupation ete., and 
it is suggested that, in order to facili- 
tate this investigation, a note of the 
eccupation etc. of the voter should Le 
entered in Column 4 of the Absenr 
Voters’ list as well as his recorded 
address, if any. 


“The new provision will apply in the 
cases of absent voters on the Absent 
Voters’ list for the current register, and 
their names, subject to such verification 
as may be necessary, should be con- 
tinued on the Absent Voters’ list for the 
Autumn 1925 and subsequent registers, 
in the absence of any notification by a 
voter of his desire to be removed from 
the list. 


“Sir William Joynson-Hicks also 
desires to take this opportunity of men- 
tioning that on several occasions his 
attention has been called in Parliament 
to difficulties alleged to have been ex- 
perienced in obtaining admission to the 
Absent Voters’ list by classes of electors 
whose occupations necessitate their 
frequent absence from the localities in 
which their homes are situated. In the 


course of a debate which took place in 
the House of Commons on the 8th May, 


“lowing 


the Secretary of State promised to cir- 
culate to Registration Officers the fol- 
answer given by him to a 
question put in the House on the 8th 


April, 1925 :— 


“Mr. Dixey asked the Home Sec- 
retary whether he is aware that, 
owing to their occupation, thousands 
of commercial travellers are unable 
to vote on election days, and that 
there is considerable dissatisfaction 
caused thereby ; and whether he will 
consider introducing legislation to 
enable them to vote by proxy. 

“Sir W. Joynson-Hicks: I am told 
that in some cases commercial travel- 
lers have experienced difficulty in 
voting at Parliamentary elections, 
but I do not think there is need for 
legislation. In my opinion commer- 
cial travellers as well as other classes 
of electors who are likely to be away 
from home at a Parliamentary elec- 
tion, are entitled to the benefit cf 
Rule 16 in Schedule 1 to the Repre- 
sentation of the People Act, 1918, 
which enables electors in such circum- 
stances to claim to be placed on the 

© Absent Voters’ list so that they may 
vote by post, and the information in 
my Department is that Registration 


Officers ordinarily act on this view. 
Each claim under the Rule, however, 
has to be decided by the Registration 
Officer according to the circumstances 
of the particular case; in some eases 
I believe decisions adverse to electors 
have been reversed on appeal to the 
County Court. 


“The provision in the Act of 1918 
appears to the Secretary of State to 
entitle any parliamentary elector to be 
placed on the Absent Voters’ list if there 
is a probability that in the ordinary pur- 
suit of his calling he will be abseat 
periodically from his home and thai le 
will be unable to return to vote at the 
voting station at an election held during 
such absence by interruption of 
his normal occupation. Registration 
Officers generally act upon this view 
which Sir William Joynson-Hicks trusts 
will be followed in all cases.”’ 


[The provisions outlined in above circu- 
lar have now been embodied ina 
Statutory Order (Statutory Rules and 
Orders, 1925, No. 615) published as 


an K.P. circular No. 130, price id. 
from H.M. Stationers. — Epiror 


“Labour Organiser.’?| 


* * * 


An Army Council Instruction, No. 
320 of 1925 has been circulated to Regis- 
tration Officers. The instruction is not 
of general interest, it merely conveys io 
Army Officers the changed regulations 
recently published of absent, voters anl 
follows with orders as to how the neces- 
sary observances shall be conducted in 
the Army Record Office. 


IS YOUR AGENT A MEMBER 
of the 


National Association 
of Labour Registration 


and Election Agents ? 


(Acts as the Trade Union 
for Labour Organisers) 


General Secretary: H. DRINKWATER, 
Ladywood, Fernhill Heath, near Worcester 


14 


THE LABOUR ORGANISER 


TOTNES ELECTION LIBEL. 


£200 DAMAGES—FULL REPORT. 


At the special request of several 
readers we print this month a full re- 
port of the interesting libel action taken 
by Miss K. F. Spurrell in respect of 
libels circulated during the last General 
Election in the Totnes Division, for 
which she stood as Labour candidate. 
The nature of the allegations made 
make the case one of considerable in- 
terest, and the circumstances here fully 
outlined will be read with interest by 
all our readers. 

Much public interest was centred in 
an action for libel arising out of the 
last General Election, heard at Devon 
Assizes on June roth, 1925, before the 
Lord Chief Justice (Lord Hewart) and 
a special jury. 

The plaintiff was Miss Kate Florence 
Spurrell, certificated teacher, Labour 
candidate for the Totnes Division at the 
election, and the defendants Miss A. E. 
Sellon and Miss Florence Mary 
Kitchen, proprietor and publisher of 
“The Kingsbridge Gazette and South 
Devon Advertiser,’’? and the alleged 
libel was contained in a letter written 
by Miss Sellon and published in ‘‘The 
Kingsbridge Gazette’? on November 7. 

Mr. Holman Gregory, K.C., ‘and 
Mr. J. L. Pratt (instructed by Mr: 
E. G. Floyd, London) for plaintiff; Mr. 
Rayner Goddard, K.C., and Mr. H. L. 
Murphy (instructed by Messrs. Square, 
Geake, and Windeatt, Plymouth), for 
defendants. 

Mr. Pratt said plaintiff claimed dam- 
ages. Defendants admitted the writing 
and publication of the letter; they 
pleaded that the words in it were not 
defamatory, and that in so far as the 
words consisted of allegation of fact 
they were true, and in so far as they 
were an expression of opinion they 
were fair comment on a matter of pub- 
lic interest. 


Political Differences. 

Mr. Holman Gregory said there were 
two separate actions, although they 
would be tried together. The allega- 
tion was that untrue statements were 
made defamatory of plaintiff in her 
profession as a teacher. The evidence 
would disclose what might be termed 
differences of opinion on political ques- 
tions. 


Plaintiff was about 38 years of age. 
She had been a fully-qualified school 
mistress for 21 years. During that_ 
time, he believed, she had been in only 
two or three schools at Plymouth. He 
thought the jury would arrive at the 
conclusion that she was a lady of the 
very highest character and religious 
principles. Defendants had said of her 
in words or in effect that she was an 
atheist, a revolutionist, and a Com- 
munist, and one who had been dissem 
inating Bolshevist propaganda. 

By religion she was a Wesleyan 
Methodist. She was superintendent of 
a Sunday School, had. taught. children 
in religious subjects in her class, and 
had been exceptionally successful in 
her work. 

During the last few years, moved to 
a great extent by her strong religious 
convictions and her sympathy for th 
poor children with whom she had been 
brought in contact, she had taken par 
in political matters. In the last elec- 
tion she invited the electorate of Totne 
Division to return her as a representa- 
tive of the Labour Party, and her con 
Victions upon political questions ac- 
corded entirely with the leaders of the 
party who formed the last Government. 
She could not recollect saying . any- 
thing that was not in accord with th 
Labour Party programme. 

The Alleged Libel. 

After the election on October 28, i 
which a Conservative member was re- 
turned, Miss Sellon wrote the letter 
complained of; it was not written i 
the heat of the election. The lette 
was in the following terms :— 


The Danger of Communism in Our 
Schools, 

Sir,—The election is over, and me 
and women of all classes have spoke 
with no uncertain voice, and shown 
that the heart of England is true, tha 
we stand for God, King, and country. 
But in the Totnes Division this elec- 
tion has brought to our notice the 
growing danger of rank Communism 
being taught in the schools. Miss 
Spurrell, under the guise of 
“Labour,’’ stated her Communist 
principles very clearly. She is by 
profession a school teacher, and it 
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- makes us shudder to think what sort 
of teaching the children entrusted to 
her care receive. Atheism and re- 
volution. She must have made every 
thinking man and woman pause and 
think, and ask themselves the ques- 
tion Is it all right with our own 
schools, or is this foul Bolshevist 
propaganda going on under our very 
eyes among our children ? 

The Bolshevists have. openly ad- 
mitted that so long as the fear of God 
is taught in the schools of Great 
Britain they can never get a hold on 
our nation, and they are endeavour- 
ing by every foul means in their 
power to get teachers into our 
schools who will sow the seeds of 
Communism among the children. 
Surely those of us who pay the school 
rate should have some voice in what 
goes on in the schools. It is a matter 
that touches ratepayers of all classes 
and of all religious denominations. 
‘Can we not join hands and demand 
some guarantee that money we pay 
for the education of the children shall 
not go indirectly to help Bolshevism ? 
Let us also make a united appeal to 
gur M.P., Major Harvey, to bring 
this matter before Parliament at the 
first opportunity. The parents of the 
children will be with us. There is 
not one in a hundred who would 
wish their children taught Commun- 
ism. The teachers will be with us, 
and thankful that those who bring 
such disgrace upon one of the finest 
_ professions should be dismissed. 
Miss Spurrell has shown us where 

our duty lies so clearly that even the 

blindest among us cannot be ignorant 
of the danger. She had done our 
cause a great deal of good, her own 

a great deal of harm. Do let all 

ratepayers in the Totnes Division, 

likewise the parents of the children, 
take this matter up seriously, and 
see to it that our children are taught 
to be good citizens and loyal to their 
country. Others will follow us. 

Don’t let us rest until we are sure 

that the schools of England are free 

from the canker of Communism. 

Those who teach it can go where 

they rightly belong to serve the 

Government to whom they have given 

their allegiance and teach in the 
* Soviet schools of Russia. — A. E. 

Sellon, Barnfield, Kingsbrilge. 

Commenting on the letter, Mr. Hol- 
man Gregory said plaintiff would tell 
them she was not a Communist, and 


was against Communism. The Labour 
Party of England were not Commun- 
ists, and had refused to admit Com- 
munists to their ranks; they were for 
change by constitutional means, and 
were recognised as the second alterna- 
tive Parliamentary Party in England 
to-day. 


‘‘A Very Wicked Letter.’’ 


The lady who wrote the letter had 
gone out of her way to suggest that 
plaintiff was not fitted to be a school 
teacher, and ought not be permitted to 
get her living in that way. 

OHA SalGeCOUmSe! wesisi a avVehy 
wicked letter to write about the plain- 
tiff, and if the slightest inquiry had 
been made in regard to my client’s 
work and conduct, it would have been 
found that there was not the slightest 
foundation for the comments made.” 

On December 5, the solicitor to the 
National Union of Teachers wrote to 
Miss Sellon, Miss Spurrell being a 
teacher in Montpelier Mixed School, 
Plymouth. He characterised the letter 
in ‘‘The Kingsbridge Gazette’’ as mali- 
cious, reckless, and grave and abso- 
lutely baseless, and asked if Miss Sellon 
was prepared to withdraw the state- 
ments she had made, absolutely and 
unreservedly, to express her regret, and 
to pay for the insertion of an apology— 
to be drawn up by the solicitor to Miss 
Spurrell—in four newspapers, which 
would be selected by Miss Spurrell. 

Miss Sellon, writing in reply on De- 
cember 8, said she did not feel she 
could withdraw what she had written. 
The words Atheism and Bolshevism 
were founded on two things that Miss 
Spurrell announced in one of her 
speeches—that England had no need 
for religion, and that she taught her 
children that they owed nothing to re- 
ligion. Miss Sellon added that she did 
not know Miss Spurrell personally, and 
had no feeling against her beyond her 
political views. 

The newspaper reports of Miss 
Spurrell’s speeches contained nothing 
to support Miss Selion’s statement, and 
Miss Spurrell indignantly repudiated 
the suggestion that she ever made use 
of such words. A letter in similar 
terms to the representatives of ‘‘The 
Kingsbridge Gazette’ brought a reply 
pointing out that above the correspond- 
ence in the newspaper there appeared 
a statement that the Editor did not 
necessarily endorse the views of corres- 
pondents. 
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The Judge: Does that mean that any 
falsehood can be printed with im- 
punity ? 

Mr. Gregory: I suppose it does. 

The letter went on to say that Miss 
Kitchen was unfortunately unable to 
attend to the whole of her editing worl, 
and the letter had slipped into the 
Press without her first having an op- 
portunity of considering the statements. 

On December 17, his client having 
issued a writ, Messrs. Square, Geake & 
Windeatt wrote that their clients would 
contend that 
with regard to religion during the elec- 
tion was such as to justify the letter, 
although, possibly, some of the words 
used had been stronger in some direc- 
tions than the circumstances would 
prove correct. 

A Terrible Suggestion. 

His Lordship remarked to Mr. Ray- 
nor Goddard that it was a terrible 
thing to suggest that a lady was an 
atheist and ought to be dismissed from 
her profession if he was not prepared 
to prove the facts to the Court. 

Mr. Raynor Goddard: I understand. 
IT will do what I can. 

A little later Mr. Gregory said Mr. 
Goddard had intimated that the case 
should go on for the time. 


PLAINTIFF’S EVIDENCE. 

Miss Spurrell, in eyidence, said she 
had been a teacher since 1904 at Ply- 
mouth and Devonport. She was at 
Morice Town Girls’ School for 13 years 
until November 4 last, when she 
transferred to the Montpelier School. 
The transfer had nothing to do with 
her being a candidate. The Morice 
Town staff made her a present on leay- 
ing. 

Revolution and Reform. 

She did not advocate revolution with 
regard to force and bloodshed, but be- 
lieved in a fundamental change of the 
system under which we were living. 

His Lordship: How much reform 
does it take to make a revolution ? 

Plaintiff read from a report of the 
““Copec’’ Conference, and said that ex- 
pressed her views. 

Mr. Holman Gregory: Are you a 
Communist ?—No ; emphatically no. 

Replying to the judge, she said she 
believed the Communists were  pre- 
pared to use force to attain their end, 
because they believed that Constitu- 
tional methods were hopeless. She 
was not in favour of that. 

His Lordship: Is a Communist anxi- 


Miss Spurrell’s attitude 


ous to share property with others, or 
to share the property of others ?—I am 
afraid I cannot answer that question, 
my lord. 


Opposed to Communism. 

She had never said that England 
had no need for religion; these were 
not her views. She had never taught 
her children that they owed nothing 
to England. She had taken an active 
part in the work at Morice Street Wes- 
leyan Chapel, Devonport. She had 
always advocated Christian principles 
being put into practice. She had at 
her own expense purchased a Scotitsh 
religious publication to interest youth 
in religious subjects, and given it to 
her children. Her candidature at 
Totnes would not have been endorsed 
by the Labour Party had she been a 
Communist. She did not believe in 
Communism, and was against it. She 


‘ 
- 


had never in private or public advo-— 


cated violence and force. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Rayner 
Goddard When she went to Totnes she 
thought it wanted waking up. She 
agreed that some people might take 
the view that people engaged in strong 
political propaganda should not be en- 
gaged in teaching. 

Union Jack and Red Flag. 

She remembered addressing a meet- 
ing at Kingsbridge just before election- 
day, but did not remember making 
strong remarks about the Union Jacls. 
“T have always said I stood by the 
Union Jack—it was my flag.’’ She 
never said she would like to see the 
Union Jack down and the Red flag fly- 
ing over England. 

By the Judge: She had never said it 
on any occasion. She mentioned the 
Red flag at several meetings, and said 
it was her flag. 

Mr. Goddard: If the Red flag is your 
flag, the Union Jack is not. 

Miss Spurrell said the Red flag could 
be her flag as an international flag and 
the Union Jack was her flag as a 
national flag. She explained that at 
her meetings. 

Do you wish to see the Red flag 
flying over England ?—Certainly not. 
It is a symbol of internationalism and 
brotherhood. 

Plaintif€ was also questioned on a. 
statement that ‘“‘we blundered into the 
war,’’ and she defied anyone to say 
what we got out of it. 
that she was quoting from Mr. Lloyd 
George. 


She replied | 


’ 
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His Lordship said he was deter- 
mined to keep prejudice out of this 
case. Any views plaintiff might have 
expressed about blundering into the 


late war were mlies away from this case, 


Mr. Goddard: I will endeavour to 
keep within the proper bounds of 
advocacy. 

Further replying, she denied saying 
that England had no right to the Union 
Jack because it was a composite flag. 
She also denied saying that she did 
not teach her children to say ‘‘What 
can I do for England?’ but ‘‘What 
has England done for me?’’? She was 
talking to them of child welfare and 
statistics as to the physical deteriora- 
tion of school children in Devon. 


Applied Christianity. 

She had some hard things to say in 
the election about applied Christianity, 
and the lead of the Churches to the 
nation. She was a pacifist. In a 
speech at Newton Abbot she said there 
were monuments—war memorials—to 
the glory of God, when they should 


be to the shame of mankind. She 
thought that was a Christian thing to 
say. 


His Lordship: When you said hard 
things about applied Christianity was 
your complaint ‘that it was too Chris- 
tian or not Christian enough? — Not 
Christian enough. 


“The Internationale.’’ 

A pamphlet of Labour songs might 
have been distributed at her meetings. 

Mr. Goddard: On it is a song called 
“The Internationale.’’ Is that a song 
that is sung at Communist meetings ? 

Plaintiff: May I look at that sheet 
again? If Mr. Ramsay MacDonald’s 
name is written upon it it is quite in 
order. (After a perusal): This is the 
first time I have seen “The [nter- 
nationale.’’ I can accept this. 

You can, and you a school teacher ? 
—Yes. 

One line says, ‘‘No saviours from on 
high deliver.” 

Plaintiff said she believed they had 
too long asked God to do what He 
had given them strength to do them- 
selves. 

Mr. Goddard (further quoting) : ‘‘No 
trust have we in Prince or peer.’’ Does 
that not mean that it is no good pray- 
ing to God or to our Saviour; that it 
is no good placing reliance on the great 
ones of this earth? 

Plaintiff: The word ‘‘saviour’’ is 
written with a small letter, and the im- 


Ie 


plication is that the destiny of the 
working classes lies in their own hands 
by using the political weapon they 
have. Political unity for political action 
for themselves could bring about better 
conditions. 

She did net remember one of her 
speakers saying that ‘‘we Socialists 
have no religion; religion has held you 
down too long.’’ It was not in keep- 
ing with what she stood for. 

Miss Sellon was not the only person 
in the division who thought her 
speeches inimical to religion, Some 
of the Liberals might rightly or 
wrongly have been of that opinion. On 
several occasions she challenged people 
to come forward, but none accepted. 
At one meeting she was told both 
that she was too religious. and that she 
was irreligious. She did not approve 
of the conditions in Russia, but she 
explained what they were. 

The Word ‘‘Revolution.’’ 

Never once during the election did 
she use the word ‘‘revolution.”’ It 
was put in her mouth. .She never 
said she intended to preach a class 
war; she said she stood for class love. 

His Lordship: ‘‘Revyolution”’ is an 
extraordinarily vague word. What 
do you mean by revolution in which 
you say you believe ? 

Plaintiff explained that she believed 
what she advocated could only be 
brought about by a change in the pre-- 
sent system. 

His Lordship said ideas of force and 
bloodshed were connected with the 
idea of revolution. Did she believe 
that her aims should be brought about 
by force and bloodshed ?—Never. 

Mr. Goddard (quoting): ‘‘We are 
out to make rebels; we are a revolu- 
tionary party, do not forget it. We 
are out for revolution.” 

Plaintiff: I have used those words. 

Mr. Goddard: And as recently as 
the week before last ? 

Plaintiff said they were not used 
before the election. Further replying, 
she said she believed that before they 
could get the working people to real- 
ise there was a better existence for 
them, they must make them rebel 
against their present conditions. She 
never used the word revolution in 
terms of violence and bloodshed. 

You are out to make rebels ?—I am 
out to make people realise that there 
are better things for them. 

You are out to make rebels, is that 
your view ?—Yes. 
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His Lordship: What do you mean 
by that?—I believe that this system 
under which we live is immoral, and 
I want the people to rebel against their 
conditions, and realise that they have 
it in their power to make better con- 
ditions. 

In further cross-examination, plain- 
tiff said throughout her speeches she 
tried to lead people to believe what 
the political weapon meant to them. 

Re-examined, plaintiff said that at 

.the meeting of October 24 she said 
that she was not there to preach class 
hatred, and if religion were carried on 
a little more there would be no class 
hatred. At another meeting, on 
November 1, she said that when she 
got into Parliament one of the first 
things she would put forward was 
that no party should monopolise the 
Red, White, and Blue, which belonged 
to all. She stood for the Union Jack 
and for the Red flag too, which was 
for the common brotherhood of man. 


Work as Teacher. 

Edward Albert Yates Williams, 
Albert Road, Devonport, headmaster 
of Morice Town Boys’ School, said 
he had know plaintiff since she was a 
child. She was a most devout Chris- 
tian, and he had seen her giving re- 
ligious instruction. At competitive 
examinations her pupils did extremely 
well. 

Miss Mabel Mary Mortimer, head- 
mistress of the Morice Town Girls’ 
School, said plaintiff had given com- 
plete satisfaction as a teacher in every 
respect. She took part in every 
Empire Day celebration. ; 

Edward Stoneham, Union Street, 
Plymouth, who described himself as 
an ex-Civil servant, said he was pre- 
sent at the meeting in the Market 
Square, Kingsbridge, on October 24, 
when Miss Spurrell spoke. Plaintiff's 
account of what took place was 
correct. 


Union Jack as Party Emblem. 

Mr. Holman Gregory: Did she say 
at that meeting, ‘‘I want to see the 
Union Jack down and the Red flag 
flying over England ?’’—Any reference 
made to the Union Jack was in pro- 
test against it being used by one par- 
ticular political party as an asset dur- 
ing election time. 

Mr. Raynor Goddard: How long 
ago was it that you were asked if you 
remembered anything she said about 
what she taught the children ? 


His Lordship: Or more generally, 
when you were first asked at all what 
she said?—I was asked this morning. 

You say you were present at the 
meeting. When were you first asked 
by Miss Spurrell or anybody acting 
on her behalf of what you remem- 
bered? — It may have been before 
Christmas or perhaps afterwards. 

Mr. Raynor Goddard: What did you 
hear her say?—That she taught her 
children, ‘‘What can I do for England 
which England has done so much for 
ou.”” 

: His Lordship: What is the relevancy 
of this? I think the question was 
put and properly answered by plaintiff. 

Mr. Raynor Goddard: It is relevant 
among other things, because it has 
been alleged that the lady is said to 
be unfit to act as a school teacher. 
If she taught children ‘‘What can 1} 
get out of England?’’ I submit that i. 
contrary to Christian teaching. 

Witness said it was possible that 
the Red flag was mentioned at the 
meeting. He was not aware that 
plaintiff had expressed a wish to see 
the Red flag floating over England. 

Mr. Raynor Goddard: Do you know 
the words of the ‘‘Red Flag ?’’—Pos- 
sibly, and I also know ‘‘The Rock of 
Ages.’’ There is nothing much in the 
sentiment of either. 

Miss Spurrell, recalled, informed 
Mr. Holman Gregory that the song 
alluded to was sung by all her child- 
ren when assembled for singing 
classes, at Empire Day celebrations, 
and at other times. ‘‘With regard to 
the singing of the words,’’ added 
plaintiff, ‘‘we as school teachers had 
to see that the words were letter per- 
fect.” 

His Lordship: And do you really 
see that the children sing those words? 
—Yes, my lord. 

THE DEFENCE. 

Mr. Raynor Goddard, addressing 
the jury, said that where matters of 
public interest and the actions of pub- 
lic persons were concerned, other 
people might comment freely and even 
harshly, but the jury had to consider 
whether the comment was fairly made. 
When a lady in the public service, 
paid out of public rates, came forward 
for election, was heard by others to 
express opinions which were anathema 
and detestable to them, they were en- 
titled to take objection to such 
opinions. In the case of a school 
teacher who put herself forward as 
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vitally interested in the reform of 
civilisation, and admitted being a 
revolutionary, how could it be that shc 
should keep herself free from politics 
in her teaching of children under her 
charge ? Consciously or otherwise, 
her teaching was bound to be _per- 
meated with things which others con- 
sidered with abhorrence. In sub- 
stance that was Miss Sellon’s letter. 

There was an old Biblical saying, 
“By their fruits ye shall know 
them.’’ If a person on a public plat- 
form gave vent to expressions con- 
trary to Christianity and said that 
war memorials, which brought com- 
fort to the relatives of those who had 
lost their dear ones in the Great War 
and were generally headed ‘*To the 
Glory of God,’’ should be headed in- 
stead, ‘‘To the shame of mankind,”’ 
would not the jury think that another 
person of equally sincere beliefs might 
mot conclude that such a woman did 
not believe in a Supreme Being ? 

Stolen or Taken? 

Llewellyn John Clifford Harding, 
Fore Street, Kingsbridge, said he at- 
tended the meeting held by Miss 
Spurrell on October 24. Plaintiff 
said we had no right to the Union 
Jack, which was made up of flags 
stolen from other nations. 

Pressed by the Judge, witness said 
the words used were: ‘‘Made up of 
flags taken from other nations.” 

Plaintiff also said that her flag was 
the Red Flag. In 1914 we had blun- 
dered into war, and she defied anyone 
to say what we had got out of it. She 
also said she taught her children not 
to say ‘‘What can I do for England ?”’ 
but ‘‘What has England done for 
me ?’ At another meeting Miss 
Spurrell said we had been under the 
minority rule of squire and parson 
too long, and if returned she would 
do away with all that. The Russian 
loan was also brought up, and she 
said the money should be lent, and 
that if we kept the Socialist Govern- 
ment in they would grant the money. 

In cross-examination, witness said 
he heard plaintiff say the Union Jack 
was a flag stolen from other nations. 

Mr. Holman Gregory: Stolen? — 
The word might have been “‘taken.” 

So you are putting words into Miss 
“ourrell’s mouth that she did not use 
av all. I submit that what she was 
really saying was that you as a Con- 
servative party had no right to it, but 
it was the common property of all. 


War or Glory. 

Do you consider that the war was 
waged for the glory of God or the 
hatred of mankind ?—For the glory of 
God. 

Really, for the glory of God?—Yes, 
on one side. 

His Lordship : Which side ?—Our side. 

Mr. Holman Gregory: Supposing 
hundreds of thousands of men are led 
into battle in circumstances under 
which it is impossible for them to 
win owing to some dreadful mistake 
having been made, is that to the glory 
of God?—If a man-in charge was 
convinced he was fighting for right, yes. 

Mrs. Trant, wife of Arthur Trant, 
Pinner Lodge Kingsbridge, said she 
was present at the meeting on October 
24, when a question.was asked as to 


what right the Conservative Party 
had to claim the Union Jack. Miss 
Spurrell replied, ‘‘No right. What 


I should like to see if Union Jack 
down and the Red Flag flying over 
England.” 

Mr. Raynor Goddard having  inti- 
mated that he did not intend to put 
his client in the box, addressed the 
jury, and submitted that plaintiff was 
not entitled to damages. 

Mr. Holmon Gregory, on behalf of 
plaintiff, criticised the evidence for 
the defence, which he said was most 


unreliable. It was impossible to place 
reliance on witnesses, whose  state- 
ments were contradicted by news- 


paper reports, and in fact, one witness 
had contradicted himself over and 
over in the witness-box. ' 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS. 

The Lord Chief Justice, summing 
up, said the honour of the county of 
Devon was in the hands of the jury. 
They were not there to consider 
whether they liked the Labour Party, 
the Conservative Party, or Commun- 
ism, or detested Atheism. ‘Fhe Red 
Flag and the Internationale had noth- 
ing whatever to do with the question 
except for the purpose of creating pre- 
judice. 

“The question you have to con- 
sider,’’ continued his lordship, ‘‘is 
whether plaintiff has established her 
case, and if so, what are appropriate 
damages for her to recover. In my 
experience this is in some respect one 
of the most remarkable libel actions 
I have had to do with, either at the 
Bar or on the Bench, firstly owing to 
the gravity of the charges, secondly 
because of the persistence in them 
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without clear justification, and thirdly, 
the persistence in them up to the very 
last moment, while neither of the de- 
fendants has had the courage to go 
into the witness-box and give evi- 
dence here on oath.”’ 

There was no evidence whatever ad- 
duced to show that Miss Spurreil had 
taught anything that she should not, 
neither was there any evidence to 
show that she had talked atheism and 
revolution. There was not the slight- 
_ est particle of evidence to show either 
that she was bringing disgrace upon 
one of the finest professions, and 
should be dismissed from her post. 
On the other hand, all the evidence 
was to the exact contrary, and highly 
complimentary to Miss Spurrell. It 
was not right» because Miss Spurrell 
had courageously stuck to certain 
views to stigmatise her as an atheist 
and Communist, a disgrace to her 
profession, and a person who ought 
to be dismissed. When such teachers 
were paid from public funds there 
must be people who took exception to 
political views expressed which were 
opposite to their own, but if those per- 
sons would only confine themselves to 
temperate expressions, such cases 
would not arise. 

If the jury thought the defendants 
were liable, there remained the ques- 
tion of damages. Plaintiff had said 
that she would be content with an un- 
equivocal withdrawal and apology, 
but the defendants persistently and 
consistently refused her advances, and 
her learned counsel had persisted in 
their instructions in cross-examining 
Miss Spurrell. Defendants were sit- 
ting in court, and had not the courage 
to go in the witness-box, where the 
writer of the letter could be cross- 
examined, ‘Sitting here in court,’’ 
continued Lord Hewart, with some 
warmth, ‘‘at a safe distance from you 
and plaintiff’s counsel, are the defend- 
ants in this case. If you find them 
liable you may think it right to give 
this lady such a sum of damages as 
will not only make it perfectly clear 
to everybody concerned that this at- 
tack was quite unjustifiable, but that 
you as English men and women are 
not prepared to countenance the kind 
of attack and strategy which has been 
practised in this case.”’ 

The jury returned into court after 
12 minutes’ absence, and announced 
that they found for plaintiff, and 
awarded her £200 as damages. 


PREPAID ADVERTISEMENTS 


Advertisements under this heading 
are inserted at the special rate of 
twenty-four words for 2s., and 6d. for 
each additional six words, or less. 
Cash must accompany order. Three 
insertions are charged at the rate of 
two-and-a-half. Displayed advertise- 
ments, prepaid, are charged 4s. per 
inch, with special discount for a series. 


————- 


PORTABLE Open-air Speakers’ Plat- 
forms supplied.—For particulars, apply 
to H. W. Bingley, 106, Dunlace Road, 
Clapton Park, E.5. 


DON’T wait on Commission Report, 
reduce living costs now. Send - for 
patterns, suit or costume, any length ; 
Tweed or Serge.—R. A. Anderson, Co- 
op. Buildings, Galashiels. 


SUNNY SUSSEX COAST.—Holiday 
Camps at NUTBOURNE (near Bognor 
and Southsea) and LANCING (near 
Brighton and Worthing); comfortably 
furnished tents, huts and house ; Tennis 
Nutbourne ; ideal social holidays.—Illus- 
trated booklet from Symington, Nut- 
bourne Holiday Camp, Emsworth. 


TRADE; UNION Vandy SOCiIEmy: 
BADGES, in Celluloid, Gilt Enamel, 
Silver, or Gold. Best work at bottom 
prices. Send us your requirements, and 
let us quote you. Sports Medals of all 
kinds. Silver from 2/6, Gold from 15/-; 
send a remittance, and we will send a 
selection on approval. All money 
returned if no goods kept.—E. Smith, 
59, Caroline Street, Birmingham. 


HOTELS. 


VISITORS TO LONDON—A clean 
room and good food. Most central 
beautifully situated. 


BALMORAL HOTEL 


21 TAVISTOCK SQUARE, W.C. 


OSBORNE HOTEL 


2 GORDON PLACE, W.C. 
Near Euston, St. Pancras and King’s Cross. 


Room, Attendance and Breakfast, 6/6 & 7/6. 
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